
S p ecia l E v en ts : 
 
It  is  v er y com m on  fo r  f ire  d ep ar tm en ts  to  ho ld  o r spon so r sp ec ial even ts, 
p r im ar ily  to  ra ise m on ey  fo r operation  o f th e ir  org an ization .  Man y even ts  
w il l br ing  vendo rs a nd  o th er  su b con tra cto rs to  su pp ly  services  fo r  the even t.   
I f  the s e vendors  prov ide a  prod uc t or s erv ice,  fo r  a  fee  or fo r  p ro f it,  to yo u r 
fi re  d ep ar tm en t’s  ev ent,  the  vendo rs o r  su pp liers m u s t h av e thei r ow n 
in su ran c e cove rage .  Yo ur f ire d ep ar tm ent  m u st  not  assum e an y  po ten tia l 
lo ss e s for  o th ers th a t a re p ro f itin g f rom  you r  even t .  Y ou m u st p ro tec t yo u r 
ins u ran ce pol icy  a nd  the  vendo rs m u st  p ro te ct theirs . 
 
Fo r  in sur an ce  p u rpo s es ,  s pec ial  even ts  fal l in to  th ree (3 )  c ate gor ies.  T he y  are : 
 
⇒ E ve n ts that a re  automa tic ally c ove red  at  n o ad dit io na l p rem ium  cha rge .  I f  th e even t  you r  f ire  

d ep ar tm en t is spon so r in g  is n o t spec if ic a lly  exc luded in  the  genera l liab ili ty  po l ic y p ro tect in g  you r  fire  
d epa r tm en t , then  the  even t is c overed . 

 
⇒ E ve nt s that a re e xc lu ded in the  ge ne ra l lia b ility po lic y,  bu t ca n be  insure d fo r an  ad dit io nal 

p rem iu m .  Th e se inc lud e ar cher y con te s ts , c arn iva ls, c ir c use s , conce rts,  fes tiv a ls ,  fa ir s,  fi rew orks 
d is p lay, ho rse  p u l ls , ice  bow lin g , lum b erjack  con tests,  m otorized la nd  v eh ic le even ts,  rodeos  a nd 
w a te rcr af t ev ents .  Be fo re hold in g any  of th e ev en ts  lis ted  in  th is  sec tion , you r fi re  d ep a rtm en t sho u ld 
c on tact yo ur in su rance  ca r r ier  to  o b ta in  in fo rm at ion  on  underw r it in g  the  r isk  and com p lete  th e S pec ial 
E ve n ts  –  G enera l  Su rv ey  w h ich  w il l help  iden tify  po ten tia l p ro blem s. 

 
⇒ E ve n ts that  a re e xc lu de d in the  gene ral  liab ility po lic y w hich th e  in su re r W IL L N O T in su re  at 

a ny p rice .  T hese ev en ts  w ou ld  in c lud e  a i rcra f t ev en ts , an im a l r id es , bun gee  jum p in g,  ho t air  ba lloon  
rid es , m e chan ical ly  ope rate d am u s em en t  d evices , shoo tin g  ( live  am m un it ion )  conte sts , and  skyd iv ing 
exh ib ition s o r  cov er  in ju ry  fo r  p ar tic ipa t in g  in  any  ath le tic o r o th er  even ts .   I f yo u r f ire  dep a rtment 
doe s  ho ld  any o f  th e ev en ts  li sted  abov e , it  is  adv is ed th a t a  ce r ti fi cate  of  in su ran ce f rom  th e pa r ty  
d oin g the even t is  ob ta ined . 

 
If  you r  f ire d ep ar tm ent  is spon so rin g th e even t , in s is t on  obta in in g a cop y  of th e vendo rs  in su ran c e po licy 
fo r  you r  p rote ction .  O b ta in a ce rt if ic a te  o f  insu rance  w ith  lim its  o f  a t lea s t $1  m i llion do llars  f rom  e ach 
vendo r a nd /o r  su bcon trac to r.   A lso ,  req ues t th a t yo ur  f ire  de p ar tm ent  b e n am ed as  an  add i tion al  ins u red 
on  the vendo r ’s or  s ubcon trac tor’s  insu ranc e po l ic y .  T his  pro tec ts  you r  fi re  dep artm ent w ith  ad dition al 
liab il ity  c ove rage . 
 
I f  an y  qu es tion s ar is e r egard in g th e even t yo u r f i re  de p ar tm ent  is spo nso r in g , con tact  you r  loc a l in sura n ce 
age nt  to  o b ta in h elp fu l info rm at ion  regard ing  you r  po licy  pro te c tion .  A  sam p le  Sp ecia l E ven ts  –  Gen er al 
Su rvey is  p rov ided w ith  th is bu lletin . 
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