
Pu b lic  D isp la y S afe ty Tip s  
 
            Th e f ir e  s ervice  is  u su ally  res po nsib le  fo r th e pu b lic ’s sa f e ty  w hen  a  lar ge -scale  firew o rks  
d isp lay  is  p res ented.   The  ac tu a l firing  o f t he  d is p lay  sh o uld  b e  con du c ted  by  a  t ra ined   
py ro tech n ic  o per ato r and  c rew .  Th es e cer tif ied  an d  t ra ined  p ro fessio na ls  k now  an d co m p ly  w ith  
a ll s ta te  and  lo ca l firew o rk s r egu la tion s . 
 
            The fo llow ing  s afet y tips  s ho u ld  help  m ake  t he d is pla y m ore en joy ab le to the  
pu b l ic , as  wel l as  m a ke th e d isplay as  s a fe as  poss ible: 
 
            *  S p ectato rs  sho u ld  ob ey a ll ush ers  or m o nito rs  and  res pect  t h e s afe ty  ba r riers  se t 
            up  to  a llo w  the  t ra in ed  op era tor s r oo m  to  safely  d o h is job .   R es ist any  tem ptatio n 
            to  ge t  c lo se to  th e  actu a l f ir in g  s ite .  In  f act,  the  b es t  and  s afes t v iew  of th e  firew o rk s   
            is fr om  a  qu arter o f a  m ile  o r m o re  aw ay . 
 
            *  A lt ho u gh it ra re ly  h ap p ens , it is p oss ib le  th at a  firew o rk  c om p on ent m ight  fa ll 
            to  th e  gro u nd  w ith ou t exp lod ing .  Th e pu b lic  sho uld  b e  cau t io n ed n ot  to  tou ch   
            the se firew orks .  I f th ey  h app en to  find  a ny  w h ich have  no t exp lo d ed , th ey  sho u ld  
            im m ed ia te ly  con tact th e lo ca l f ir e  o r p o lice depar tm en t. 
 
            *  P et s h ave  v e ry  sen s it iv e  e ars  and  the  b oo ms  and  band s  ass o c ia ted  w it h  a  firew o rks  
            d is p lay  can  b e qu ite  un com fo rtab le  - -  p articu la rly  to  do gs.   In  fac t,  th e  n o ises  can  
            actu a lly  h u rt  the ir ea r s.  L eav e p e ts  a t  h o m e if yo u  a r e go in g  t o  a  fi rew o r ks  d isp lay . 
 
            *  L eav e  t he  ligh ting  o f a ll f irew o rks  t o  th e  tr a ined  op erator  w he n yo u  a t te nd  a   
            pu b lic  d isp lay .  S p ark le rs,  fo u nta in s  an d  o th er it em s tha t  m any  s tates a llo w  fo r  
            us e b y in d iv id ua ls  a re  n ot ap p ro pria te  t o  u s e w hen  a  large  c ro w d  is  p resen t .  Le ave  
            y ou r o w n firew orks  a t  h om e - th e  d isp lay  w ill p rov ide  p lenty  o f ex c it em en t.  
 
            It  is ex t rem ely  im p o rtan t to  kno w  the  d iffer ence  b etw een  a leg a l co n sum er firew o rk  a nd  a  
d an gerou s  ex p los ive dev ice.   I t em s  such  as M -80 s , M -10 0s  an d b lo ckbu sters  a re no t firew o r ks , 
th ey  a re  exp lo siv es th a t are  fed era lly  b ann ed ex plo s iv es.  Th ey  can  c ause  serio us  in jury  or even  
d ea th .  S tay  aw ay fr om  an yth in g th at is  n o t c lea rly  lab e led  w ith  t he n am e o f t he item , th e  
m anu fac ture ’ s n am e an d ins tru c tio ns  fo r pr op er u se. 
 
            F o r t h is  S afe ty  A w aren ess B ulle tin ,  the A m erican  Py ro tech nics  A sso cia tion has p ro v ided  
h e lpf u l in fo rm at io n  r egar d in g F ir ew o rk s  S a f ety , F acts  &  F igu res  and  an  o v erview  o f va rio u s 
S ta te  L aw s .   F o r add it io n a l in fo rm at io n re gard ing  F ir ew o rk s safe ty , p lease contac t : 
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Fourth of July - Safety Tips 
 

To help you celebrate safely this Fourth of July, the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission and the National Council on Fireworks Safety offer the following 
SAFETY TIPS: 
 

* Always read and follow the label directions 
 

* Have an adult supervise all fireworks activities 
 

* Buy from reliable fireworks dealers 
 

* Always ignite outdoors in open areas 
 

* Have a source of water supply or a fire extinguisher handy 
 

* Never experiment or attempt to make your own fireworks 
 

* Light fireworks one at a time 
 

* Never re-ignite malfunctioning fireworks 
 

* Never give fireworks to small children 
 

* Store in a cool, dry place 
 

* Dispose of properly - in a metal container 
 

* Never throw fireworks at another person 
 

* Never carry fireworks in your pocket 
 

* Never shoot fireworks in metal or glass containers 
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